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language and costume. Except for the Bosnian Catholics, all the
Christians in European Turkey were Orthodox,* in communion
with the Greek Church of Constantinople. Their clergy con-
sisted of married priests, of little education, and living in poverty
without regular income, and of monks sworn to celibacy. The
bishops, chosen from among the monks, were the heads, not only
of the clergy, but also of the community. According to the gen-
eral custom of the Orthodox Church, religion consisted mainly
of practices, ceremonies, fasting, and pilgrimages; the clergy
seldom preached or gave religious instruction, and had Uttle
inflvtence over the intellectual life of laymen.

Each of these Christian nations formed a compact group on
a portion of territory which was to become the centre of a Chris-
tian state. But fetch had also some of its members settled out-
side of its principal territory. This gave rise to complications
of two sorts:

1.  On the frontier of each territory, and in the intervening
regions between the national centres, the population was a mixed
one, composed of little national groups.   This led to conflicts
between the different Christian nations for the possession of these
undecided territories.   The complication was especially inextri-
cable in the province of Macedonia, where, into a population
mainly Slavic (Bulgarian or Servian)  Albanian colonies and
bands of Wallachian shepherds (Roumanians) had introduced
themselves; also on the coasts and in the cities, where a whole
Hellenic or Hellenized population had settled.   The boundaries
between the Servian and Bulgarian and the Greek districts were
not only uncertain, but fluctuating; they varied with the changes
of population, which were rapid in a country of high birth-rate;
also with the progress of Hellenization, for the Hellenes have
preserved the faculty of turning into Greeks the foreigners with
whom .they come in contact.

2.  Each of these nations had outside of its territory members
who were subjects of one of the great neighbouring empires, but
who preserved their religion, language, and a vague sentiment
of national unity.   Thus the desire to establish the unity of the
whole nation brought conflicts with great neighbouring states,
who objected to any attempts at depriving them of subjects.
There were Roumanians in Transylvania, in the Kingdom of

*The heretical sects, the Gregorians of Armenia, and the Nestorians oi
Chaldea and Syria, and the sects recognising Rome, were hardly repre-
sented in Europe, outside of Constantinople.